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" The Hughes Alrcnft engmee:‘ e
rested last week on a charge of sells
_ing secret documents td-a suspected
" Polish intelligencé  officer .was,;an
‘outgoing man who lovéd the good
“ life and as.a result, fell wictim to a-
"classxc kind of compromn Ry }
- eral sources say. . 4
...~ With the case, o .the!engineer
' William Holden Bell and {he Pole;”
.. Matian W. Zacharskl, set 1o g0 be
“fore a federal grand jury loday‘
eral faceis of Bell's life’ are bép
mno' to comeinto focus, /<
On the suﬁace, he 'seemed an.un
" likely spy. He was h UCLA graduate
with a degree in physncs who.;e fxrst
JOb in-1952, was with Hughea
craf’ acompanyhe néver left.%: -
. He édrned about. 350000 aay ear 4
and was trusted: enough to gain a:
“secret" clearance that’ gave:] him
"access’ to classified docixrnen'ts,,at-
Hughos El Segundo plant. A"

i

In__'hxs Pr;\'ate lgfe, the 6 z\fearu

r.old ‘Bell ‘was an asp:rlng autho. of ¥
£:5pY. riovels. :He .wrote; at. least, one Y
t;manuscnpt ihat’ feauured a James’
- Bond-like hero Who Ioved gotxrmet
food and beautxful women‘,ln‘ that -]
i siory, the. hero’goes {0, wOrk wnh
% French agents'at the- reQuest 6f the™
SCIAAndis double-crossed. it 11
A'ccordmg tp a professional writsy
g 9, help reWr't‘e 3

“Bell lived constantly on the brink of
% financial > dlsaste Lt Re " "
2 that..he was deeply debt from the:
‘he Went. to WOrk for a J‘
_)5 -
he ‘filed for bahkr PLeys
é.than’ 520000 in, back
$20,000, in: credxt

iéw‘mg mot
taxes and: nearly’
‘.card charges, finame companyL

3 is “;

;ﬂoans &nd other debts., ; 200 s el
‘,,\,uFederéi agenis who i vestigated-
s thé espionage,¢ tase Bald i 1c}.lvitiés
asa “spy,appear. o have hée) &ig-q
' gered by d finanélal Crisis ; nat ardseé
, aftér the bankruptcy.: actm ¥
- “The., aff“davit subimtted bquB
i agehts; at«'Bell'ss arra!gnment; on’
gesplo ge  charges said the, éngineet:
5 and:thé :Pole becamé.; friends3bedi

25 B y PLNLLUPE MCMILLIAN an(i EVKBI MAXWELL,

' i’epresentgtwe of a Polish.machinéry compa»

-k AImostaClicbc

Ay wife and I'were indébte

15

\’r‘

2 ‘A key event occurred I  laté 1578 when af
.13-building complex was conyerted to .Cond,
d'ominiums. : E
Echeral =ources “said ‘Béll, sporate<for,
.1goney . to 'buya condon mmm . apartmerit,:
agreed 10, tak '$5,000 a then $’7 000-from;
'Zacharski iil rbturn for setret docuitnents:

% Eventually; ,ac;:6rdm£ to Bell’s cwn admis¥

~-Hons to F'BI invéstigators, he was pald fnofe

than $110,000 ity cu ency and gold for secret:

: ocumentsr ated U.S. weapons plans it
2§ Bell, free’ on $50,000.bail, reportedly’ téld.

KBl agents hc firét gave Zacharski, the U.S.;

1})'. only nonJclassified matetial; But once he!
dcceptet {he /Pole’s;money, jhel felt - he. had |
Been comprormsed and might, lose his job. So’
_'Iie continuéd : to cooperate——and’ seept s
“money! /' 1 &

5 The vulnerablhty of a man in personal debt”
tho has access 16 defense secrets, is almost’ a
‘ ‘cliche,, but ;FBIL coumermtelligence experts
+4ay foreign bper?fives freqifently exploit $1%e
{H They said Bell was a likely larget for sdéh’
é(plmtahoq because his: financial probléfs)
. Were chrorilc and 16ng+ -standing. 2
Supvnor cdurt records, of }us 1976 dwor e3
om his first wife, Eleanor, contain a decla=i
Tation from Bell that by thé lithe he had grad”‘
‘dated from UCLA in 1952 the couplé.was<i
debted to.the extent of several‘ housand de

ars.” ?. 30 R ey
? .', ,;\q__ R . :‘ '.."
€Blllslncrenscd L P E T

f Despité: mcr‘eased earhmgs" v?hehlhe (Va“é
Aired by . Hughes; ,‘he .contifitied, | 1‘"6ur
ndebtedness incteased”; /1 ({By ‘March, 9741

1o thé' ekten}.\ In
pproximately $35,000,”:not ncludmg ‘4 Joah'

bn their West Los Angeles home i ; g »5 ,,1 ’

Bell chose Lo move {6 Brussels, Belgium, In-
1974, to work for Hughes’ internafional. dwh
on. He was partly attracted, he said, by “idy’

teeipt of ln\;mg eXpenses, allowances ],,
d bonuses’ that’. .. would 1ncreése the
amounvt of spendable mcome L !

;."5 AR _;'

u( he contmued "As 4 result of numetous l
ﬁ Favel® ‘lodging 4nd touring;expénses ifcurred y
l

by’ fny\wxfe and famll)}j}our debtedness cona
ilhued toineréase” . : :

. ,,While ln*Brussels,.he met;mta Gheeraert
{an . Bttractive dark-hatred woman 24 years |
syyopnger:thah he was. According tolthe réc-

dr s, hebegan Hvlngwnhherh late’iS’M N

,,, .\.

.-,, ne -‘.

€13 W’hen Bell réturned {6 (he Unitsd States in "
;1976 they ¢ontinued to live togethe’r Dué to-
:shis debts, the de¢laration continued; “I could
‘notquahfy to rent acar,” to get to work ‘

4 His divorde, was granted in ‘Los Angclcs in
‘September +1976. He filed for 2 license to:
"marry Gheeéraert,: now employed: by Pan
A'rencan Airways, aweekhtcr s
A Bél had’ three children by his first wxfe.{

—--U

e g+ el ran @

“‘one’ ‘of ' whont, ; Kewn.,idxedzm’1975.,Oneg

“Hughes employee said Bell had been so well-
h_ked By his co-Workers that some had tried ‘
j help out thh the mechcal expen;(e

E Remembering - thx “the'i employee: sald, !
,there has been at’ "Hughes;"somewhat of al
betrayed -feeling among: -those . who knew
hxm, along with "surpnse and shoc Selcs 4
+'In.the Playa-del. Rey, comnplex where Ben
and Zachareski hved Bell.was; ‘knéwn as an’
“affable,- thty and. gennrous ‘man,. About a,
+year ago, one nexghbor recalled, Bell.replaced.. -
this medium:sized Chévrolet witha redCaml-';‘
ilac with a white vmyl top and sunroof :
f:0.The first time the neighbor saw. Beu d‘xv-"
ing it; herecalled, “Bell was Wearing a Pana-,
‘ma hatand sun glasses, and I thouvht. how’
#much that was like him > 4
-5»?:-' It was also abouit' a°’year ago’ that Burbank l
“Daily “Reviev: entéertainment - writer® Leigh-
~ Spear Was approached by -Bell to rewrzte a
&  SpY novel he had hopes 6f gemng published.
+': Bell’s hero, Spear, Wibte in‘a recent: Umted
i Press International 5tory;: sworked ' 15 for &'
¢U.S. arms manufactiirer,’ thwarting Arab bad:
F guys while living iti up ‘with’ gohrmef. faod and |
fintereshng women o %

> E;cnpes tArab Villaln

t37In the book;. be works with forezgn agents | 1
at CIA request, gets double crossed, winds up
“the prisoner of ‘Arab villains?, and ‘then'e e,-v
tapes by converting a skiff into a battleship. ‘<

*-Spear: expressad dotibts that:thé:book.3 was |
‘publishable;. even it rewritten,, ‘butinone- |
Hhelesshe sald he.mebseveral t{mes with Bell.

- Once ot twice he mefitioned to me: that his"

Aork at Hughes was top Secrét’ and he had to |
'be careful,” Spear.vrote. “He mhbintained that
‘e was, under surveillance by the. CIA‘ RPN |
thoughl he was béing oveér dranjatic.”
{" Since the arrest, Spear saidinan interview,
Bell has contacted hin several times: "He's a
father despérate map.” Spear said. “He real-
jzes what he has done. He got trapped by his ;
greed." RERL

,But the rcason Bell callea hxm. Spear said, -
ivas: “He wani$ to know what prospects the
book has in hght of these events.” :
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